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APPENDIX A

Rules

List of Subjects

47 CFR Part 1

Practice and procedure

47 CFR Part 11

Emergency alert system.

47 CFR Part 73 and Part 74

Radio broadcasting

Rule Changes

For the reasons set forth in the preamble parts 1, 11, 73 and 74 of Title 47 of the US. Code of
Federal Regulations is amended to read as follows:

PART 1 - PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE

1. The authority CitatIOn for part 1 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 15 USC 79 et seq.; 47 US.c. 151, 154(i), 154(j), 155,225, and 303(r).

* * * * *

2. Section 1.1104 IS amended by adding part 8 to read as follows:

§ 1.1104 Schedule of charges for applications and other filings for the mass media services.

* * * * *

8. Class A Television Service

Add
Payment

T CodF AmNFCC FA'ctlOn orm o. ee ount vpe e ress
a. New or major 30I-CA 3,245 MVT FCC, Mass
change Media Services,
construction P.O. Box
permit 358165,

Pittsburgh, PA
15251-5165

b. New license 302-CA 220 MJT ,.. "

_ .. _ _-_. ..._--------
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c. License 303-S 130 MGT " "
renewal
d. Special Corres. & 159 130 ""
Temporary
Authority
e. License 314 & 159 or 725 MPT FCC, Mass
assignment 316 &159 105 MDT Media Services,

P.O. Box
358350,
Pittsburgh, PA
15251-5350

f. Transfer of 315 & 159 or 725 MPT " "
control 316 & 159 105 MDT
g. Main studio Corres. & 159 725 MPT FCC, Mass
request Media Services,

P.O. Box
358165,
Pittsburgh, PA
15251-5165

h. Call sign Corres. & 159 75 MBT " "

* * * * *

3. Section 1.1153 is amended by adding part VIII to read, as follows:

§ I. 1153 Schedule ofannual regulatory fees and filing locations for mass media services.

* * * * *

VIII. Class A TV (47 C.F.R., 290 FCC, Class A, PO Box
Part 73) . 358835, Pittsburgh, PA

15251-5835

* * * * *

PART II - EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM (EAS)

4. The authority citation for part II continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.c. 151, 154(i) and (0), 303(r), 544(g) and 606.

* * * * *

5. Section 11.11 is amended by:
(1) Adding in paragraph (a) the words "Class A television (CA) stations" in the first sentence

after the words "TV broadcast stations."
(2) Revising the table "Timetable Broadcast Stations."

* * * * *
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6. The amendment adds a new column to the chart to read as follows:

§ 11.11 The Emergency Alert System (EA).

* * * * *
I. TIMETABLE

BROADCAST STAnONS

FCC 00-115

Requirement Class A TV
Two-tone encoder y

Two-tone decoder y

EAS decoder y

EAS encoder y

Audio messap;e Y
Video message Y

7. Section 11.53 is amended by revising paragraph (a)(4) to read as follows:

§ 11.53 Dissemination of Emergency Action Notification.

(a) * * *
(4) Wire service to all subscribers (AM, FM, low power FM (LPFM), TV, LPTV, Class A

television (CA) and other stations).
* * * * *

PART 73 - RADIO BROADCAST SERVICES

8. The authority citation for part 73 continues to read as follows:

Authority: (47 U.S.c. 154,303,334,336.)

* * * * *

9. Subpart E is amended by adding Section 73.613 to read as follows:

§ 73.613 Protection of Class A TV stations.

(a) An application for a new TV broadcast station or for changes in the operating facilities of an existing
TV broadcast station will not be accepted for filing if it fails to comply with the requirements specified in
this section.

Note: Licensees and permittees of TV broadcast stations that were authorized on November 29, 1999 (and
applicants for new TV stations that had been cut-off without competing applications or that were the
\\inning bidder in a TV broadcast station auction as of that date, or that were the proposed remaining
applicant in a group of mutually exclusive applications for which a settlement agreement was on file as of
that date) may continue to operate with facilities that do not protect Class A TV stations. Applications
filed on or before November 29, 1999 for a change in the operating facilities of such stations also are not
required to protect Class A TV stations under the provisions of this section.
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(b) Due to the frequency spacing which exists between TV channels 4 and 5, between channels 6 and 7,
and between channels 13 and 14, first-adjacent channel protection standards shall not be applicable to these
pairs of channels. Some interference protection requirements of this section only apply to stations
transmitting on the UHF TV channels 14 through 51 (See §73.603(a) ofthis part).

(c) A UHF TV broadcast station application will not be accepted if it specifies a site less than 100
kilometers from the transmitter site of a UHF Class A TV station operating on a channel which is the
seventh channel above the requested channel. Compliance with this requirement shall be determined based
on a distance computation rounded to the nearest kilometer.

(d) A UHF TV broadcast station application will 110t be accepted if it specifies a site less than 32
kilometers from the transmitter site of a UHF Class A TV station that is authorized an effective radiated
power of more than 50 kilowatts and operating on a channel which is the second, third, or fourth channel
above or below the requested channel. Compliance with this requirement shall be determined based on a
distance computation rounded to the nearest kilometer.

(e) In cases where a TV broadcast station has been authorized facilities that do not meet the distance
separation requirements of this section, an application to modify such a station's facilities will not be
accepted if it decreases that separation.

(f) New interference must not be caused to Class A TV stations authorized pursuant to Subpart J of this
part, ,,,ithin the protected contour defined in §73 .60 I0 of this part. For this prediction, the TV broadcast
station field strength is calculated from the proposed effective radiated power and the antenna height above
average terrain in pertinent directions using the methods in §73.684 of this part.

(I) For co-channel protection, the field strength is calculated using the appropriate F(50,1O) chart from
Figure 9a, lOa, or 10c of §73.699 of this part.

(2) For TV broadcast stations that do not specify the same channel as the Class A TV station to be
protected, the field strength is calculated using the appropriate F(50,50) chart from Figure 9, 10, or lOb of
§73.699 of this part.

(g) A TV broadcast station application will not be accepted if the ratio in dB of its field strength to that of
the Class A TV station at the Class A TV station's protected contour fails to meet the following:

(I) - 45 dB for co-channel operations where the Class A TV station does not specify an offset carrier
frequency or where the TV broadcast and Class A TV stations do not specify different offset carrier
frequencies (zero, plus or minus) or - 28 dB for offset carrier frequency operation where the TV broadcast
and Class A TV stations specify different offset carrier frequencies.

(2) 6 dB when the protected Class A TV station operates on a VHF channel that is one channel above the
requested channel.

(3) 12 dB when the protected Class A TV station operates on a VHF channel that is one channel below the
requested channel.

(4) 15 dB when the protected Class A TV station operates on a UHF channel that is one channel above or
below the requested channel.
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(5) 23 dB when the protected Class A TV station operates on a UHF channel that is fourteen channels
below the requested channel.

(6) 6 dB when the protected Class A TV station operates on a UHF channel that is fifteen channels below
the requested channel.

(h) New interference must not be caused to digital Class A TV stations authorized pursuant to Subpart J
of this part, within the protected contour defined in §73.6010 of this part. A TV broadcast station
application will not be accepted if the ratio in dB of the field strength of the digital Class A TV station at
the digital Class A TV station's protected contour to the field strength resulting from the facilities proposed
in the TV broadcast station application fails to meet the DIU signal ratios for "analog TV-into-DTV"
specified in §§73.623(c)(2) and 73.623(c)(3) of this part. For digital Class A TV station protection, the
TV broadcast station field strength is calculated from the proposed effective radiated power and the
antenna height above average terrain in pertinent directions using the methods in §73.684 of this part and
using the appropriate F(50,10) chart from Figure 9a, lOa, or IOc of §73.699 of this part.

(i) In cases where a TV broadcast station has been authorized facilities that do not meet the interference
protection requirements of this section, an application to modify such a station's facilities will not be
accepted if it is predicted to cause new interference within the protected contour of the Class A TV or
digital Class A TV station.

(j) In support of a request for waiver of the interference protection requirements of this section, an
applicant for a TV broadcast station may make full use of terrain shielding and Longley-Rice terrain
dependent propagation methods to demonstrate that the proposed facility would not be likely to cause
interference to Class A TV stations. Guidance on using the Longely-Rice methodology is provided in OET
Bulletin No. 69, which is available through the Internet at http://www.fcc.gov/oetJinfo/
documentslbulletins/#69.

10. Section 73.623 is amended by adding paragraph (c)(5) to read as follows:

§ 73.623 DTV applications and changes to DTV allotments.

• • •• •

(c) • • •
(5) A DTV station application that proposes to expand the DTV station's allotted or authorized coverage
area in any direction will not be accepted if it is predicted to cause interference to a Class A TV station or
to a digital Class A TV station authorized pursuant to Subpart J of this part, within the protected contour
defined in § 73.6010 of this part. This paragraph applies to all DTV applications filed after May I, 2000,
and to DTV applications filed between December 31, 1999 and April 30, 2000 unless the DTV station
licensee or permittee notified the Commission of its intent to "maximize" by December 31, 1999.

(i) Interference is predicted to occur if the ratio in dB of the field strength of a Class A TV
station at its protected contour to the field strength resulting from the facilities proposed in
the DTV application (calculated using the appropriate F(50, 10) chart from Figure 9a, lOa,
or IOc of § 73.699 of this part) fails to meet the DIU signal ratios for "DTV-into-analog
TV" specified in paragraph (c)(2) of this section.
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(ii) Interference is predicted to occur if the ratio in dB of the field strength ofa digital Class A
TV station at its protected contour to the field strength resulting from the facilities
proposed in the DTV application (calculated using the appropriate F(50,10) chart from
Figure 9a, lOa, or IOc of § 73.699 of this part) fails to meet the DIU signal ratios for
"DTV-into-DTV" specified in paragraphs (c)(2) and (c)(3) ofthis section.

(iii) In support of a request for waiver of the interference protection requirements of this
section, an applicant for a DTV broadcast station may make full use of terrain shielding
and Longley-Rice terrain dependent propagation methods to demonstrate that the proposed
facility would not be likely to cause interference to Class A TV stations. Guidance on
using the Longely-Rice methodology is provided in GET Bulletin No. 69, which is
available through the Internet at http://www.fcc.gov/oet/info/ documentslbulletins/#69.

* ** * *

II. Section 73.100 I is revised to read as follows:

§ 73.1001 Scope.

(a) The rules in this subpart are common to all AM, FM, TV and Class A TV broadcast services,
commercial and noncommercial.

(b) Rules in part 73 applying exclusively to a particular broadcast service are contained in the
following: AM, subpart A; FM, subpart B; Noncommercial Educational
FM, subpart C; TV, subpart E; and Class A TV, subpart 1.

* ** * *

12. Section 73.1120 is revised to read as follows:

§ 73.1120 Station location.

(a) Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV broadcast station will be licensed to the principal
community or other political subdivision which it primarily serves. This principal community
(city, town or other political subdivision) will be considered to be the geographical station
location.

* * ** *

13. Section 73.1125 is amended by adding paragraph (c), and amending the remaining paragraphs
to read as follows:

§ 73.1125 Station main studio location.

* *** *

(c) Each Class A television station shall maintain a main studio at the site used by the station as of
November 29, 1999 or a location within the station's Grade B contour, as defined in Section 73.683 and
calculated using the method specified in Section 73.684 of this part.

(d) Relocation of the main studio may be made:
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(1) From one point to another within the locations described in paragraph (a) or (c) of this section, or
from a point outside the locations specified in paragraph (a) or (c) to one within those locations,
without specific FCC authority, but notification to the FCC in Washington shall be made
promptly.

(2) Written authority to locate a main studio outside the locations specified in paragraphs (a) or (c) of
this section for the first time must be obtained from the Audio Services Division, Mass Media
Bureau for AM and FM stations, or the Television Branch, Video Services Division for TV and
Class A television stations before the studio may be moved to that location. Where the main
studio is already authorized at a location outside those specified in paragraphs (a) or (c), and the
licensee or permittee desires to specify a new location also located outside those locations, written
authority must also be received from the Commission prior to the relocation of the main studio.
Authority for these changes may be requested by filing a letter with an explanation of the
proposed changes with the appropriate division. Licensees or permittees should also be aware
that the filing of such a letter request does not imply approval of the relocation request, because
each request is addressed on a case-by-ease basis. A filing fee is required for commercial AM,
FM, TV or Class A TV licensees or permittees filing a letter request under the section (see §
1.1104).

(e) Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV broadcast station shall maintain a local telephone number in its
community of license or a toll-free number.

* * * * *

14. Section 73.1201 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1201 Station identification.

(aJ When regularly required. Broadcast station identification announcements shall be made: (I) at the
beginning and ending of each time of operation, and (2) hourly, as close to the hour as feasible, at a
natural break in program offerings. Television and Class A television broadcast stations may make
these announcements visually or aurally.

* * * * *

15. Section 73.1202 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1202 Retention ofletters received from the public.

(a) All written comments and suggestions received from the public by licensees of commercial AM, FM,
TV and Class A TV broadcast stations regarding operation of their station shall be maintained in the
local public inspection file, unless the letter writer has requested that the letter not be made public or
when the licensee feels that it should be excluded from the public inspection file because of the nature
of its content, such as a defamatory or obscene letter.
(1) Letters shall be retained in the local public inspection file for three years from the date on which

they are received by the licensee.
(2) Letters received by TV and Class A TV licensees shall be placed in one of the following

separated subject categories: programming or non-programming. If comments in a letter relate
to both categories, the licensee shall filed it under the category to which the writer has given
greater attention .

.........._._-_..._---------------------------------
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* * * * *

16. Section 73.1210 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1210 TVIFM dual-language broadcasting in Puerto Rico.

* * * * •

FCC 00-115

(b) Television and Class A television licensees in Puerto Rico may enter into dual-language time
purchase agreements with FM broadcast licensees, subject to the following conditions.

* * *
(3) No television, Class A television, or FM broadcast station may devote more than 15 hours per

week to dual-language broadcasting, nor may more than three (3) hours of such programming be
presented on any given day.

* * * * •

17. Section 73.1211 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1211 Broadcast of lottery information.

(a) No licensee of an AM, FM, television, or Class A television broadcast station, except as in
paragraph (c) of this section, shall broadcast any advertisement of or information concerning any
lottery, gift enterprise. or similar scheme, offering prizes dependent in whole or in part upon lot or
chance, or any list of the prizes drawn or awarded by means of any such lottery, gift enterprise or
scheme, whether said list contains any part or all of such prizes. (18 V.S.C. 1304,62 Stat. 763).

• * * * •

18. Section 73.1250 IS amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1250 Broadcastmg emergency information.

• •• ••

(h) Any emergency mformation transmitted by a TV or Class A TV station in accordance with
this section shall be transmitted both aurally and visually or only visually. TV and Class A
TV stations may use any method of visual presentation which results in a legible message
conveying the essential emergency information. Methods which may be used include, but are
not necessarily limited to, slides, electronic captioning, manual methods (e.g., hand printing)
or mechanical printing processes. However, when an emergency operation is being conducted
under a national, State or Local Area Emergency Alert System (EAS) plan, emergency
information shall be transmitted both aurally and visually unless only the EAS codes are
transmitted as specified in Sec. 11.51(b) of this chapter.

• • • * •

19. Section 73. 1400 is amended to read as follows
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§ 73.1400 Transmission system monitoring and control.

FCC 00-115

The licensee of an AM, FM, TV or Class A TV station is responsible for assuring that at all times the
station operates within tolerances specified by applicable technical rules contained in this part and in
accordance with the terms of the station authorization. Any method of complying with applicable
tolerances is permissible. The following are typical methods of transmission system operation:

* * * * *

20. Section 73.1540 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1540 Carrier frequency measurements.

(a) The carrier frequency ofeach AM and FM station and the visual carrier frequency and the difference
between the visual carrier and the aural carrier or center frequency of each TV and Class A TV station
shall be measured or determined as often as necessary to ensure that they are maintained within the
prescribed tolerances.

* * * * *

21. Section 73.1545 is amended by adding paragraph (e) to read as follows:

§ 73.1545 Carrier frequency departure tolerances.

* * * * *

(e) Class A TV stations. The departure of the carrier frequency of Class A TV stations may not
exceed the values specified in section 74.761 of this chapter. Provided, however, Class A TV
stations licensed to operate with a maximum effective radiated power greater than the value
specified in their initial Class A TV station authorization must comply with paragraph (c) of this
section.

* * * * *

22. Section 73.1560 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1560 Operating power and mode tolerances.

* * * * *

(c) TV stations. (l) Except as provided in paragraph (d) of this section, the visual output power of a TV
or Class A TV transmitter, as determined by the procedures specified in Sec. 73.664, must be maintained
as near as is practicable to the authorized transmitter output power and may not be less than 80% nor more
than 110% of the authorized power.

* * * * *

23. Section 73.1570 is amended by revising the title and paragraph (b)(3) to read as follows:

§ 73.1570 Modulation levels: AM, FM, TV and Class A TV aural.

----_.._------ ----".,,------_._.-._---_.



* * * * *

(b) * * *
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(3) TV and Class A TV stations. In no case shall the total modulation of the aural carrier exceed 100%
on peaks of frequent recurrence, unless some other peak modulation level is specified in an instrument of
authorization. For monophonic transmissions, 100% modulation is defined as +/- 25 kHz.

* * * * *

24. Section 73.1580 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1580 Transmission system inspections.

Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV station licensee or permittee must conduct periodic complete
inspections ofthe transmitting system and all required monitors to ensure proper station operation.

* * * * *

25. Section 73.1590 is amended by revising paragraph (a) to read as follows:

§ 73.1590 Equipment performance measurements.

(a) The licensee of each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV station, except licensees of Class D non
commercial educational FM stations authorized to operate with 10 watts or less output power, must make
equipment performance measurements for each main transmitter as follows:

* * * * *

26. Section 73.1615 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73. 1615 Operation during modification of facilities.

When the licensee of an existing AM, FM, TV or Class A TV station is in the process of modifying
existing facilities as authorized by a construction permit and determines it is necessary to either discontinue
operation or to operate with temporary facilities to continue program service, the following procedures
apply:

(a) Licensees holding a construction permit for modification of directional or nondirectional FM, TV or
Class A TV or nondirectional AM station facilities may, without specific FCC authority, for a period not
exceeding 30 days:

* * * * *

27. Section 73.1620 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1620 Program tests.
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(a) Upon completion of construction of an AM, FM, TV or Class A TV station in accordance with the
terms of the construction permit, the technical provisions of the application, the rules and regulations and
the applicable engineering standards, program tests may be conducted in accordance with the following:

(1) The permittee of a nondirectional AM or FM station, or a nondirectional or directional TV or Class
A TV station, may begin program tests upon notification to the FCC in Washington, DC provided that
within 10 days thereafter, an application for a license is filed with the FCC in Washington, DC.

* * * * *

28. Section 73.1635 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1635 Special temporary authorizations (STA).

(a) * * *
(4) Certain rules specify special considerations and procedures in situations requiring an STA or

permit temporary operation at variance without prior authorization from the FCC when
notification is filed as prescribed in the particular rules. See § 73.62, Directional antenna system
tolerances; § 73.157, Antenna testing during daytime; § 73.158, Directional antenna monitoring
points; § 73.691, Visual modulation monitoring; § 73.1250, Broadcasting emergency
information; § 73.1350, Transmission system operation; § 73.1560, Operating power and mode
tolerances; § 73.1570, Modulation levels: AM, FM, TV and Class A TV aural; § 73.1615,
Operation during modification of facilities; § 73.1680, Emergency antennas; and § 73.1740,
Minimum operating schedule.

* * * * *

29. Section 73.1660 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1660 Acceptability of broadcast transmitters.

(a) An AM, FM, TV or Class A TV transmitter shall be verified for compliance with the requirements
of this part following the procedures described in part 2 of the FCC rules.

* * * * *

30. Section 73.1665 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1665 Main transmitters.

(a) Each AM, FM, TV and Class A TV broadcast station must have at least one main transmitter which
complies \\'ith the provisions of the transmitter technical requirements for the type and class of station. A
main transmitter is one which is used for regular program service having power ratings appropriate for the
authorized operating power(s).

(b) There is no maximum power rating limit for FM, TV or Class A TV station transmitters, however,
the maximum rated transmitter power of a main transmitter stalled at an AM station shall be as follows:

Authorized power
Maximum rated

transmitter power (kW)
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0.25, 0.5, or 1 kW..................... 1
2.5 kW..................................................... 5
50rl0kW................................................. 10
25 or 50 kW................................ 50

* * * * *
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31. Section 73 .1675 is amended by revising paragraphs (a)(1) and (c)(1) to read as follows:

§ 73.1675 Auxiliary antennas.

(a)(l) An auxiliary antenna is one that is permanently installed and available for use when the main
antenna is out of service for repairs or replacement. An auxiliary antenna may be located at the same
transmitter site as the station's main antenna or at a separate site. The service contour of the auxiliary
antenna may not extend beyond the following
corresponding contour for the main facility:

(i) AM stations: The 0.5 mV/m field strength contours.
(ii) FM stations: The 1.0 mV/m field strength contours.
(iii) TV stations: The Grade B coverage contours.
(iv) Class A TV stations: The protected contours defined in § 73.6010.

* * * * *

(c)(l) Where an FM, TV or Class A TV licensee proposes to use a formerly licensed main facility as an
auxiliary facility, or proposes to modify a presently authorized auxiliary facility, and no changes in the
height of the antenna radiation center are required in excess of the limits in § 73. 1690(c)(l), the FM, TV or
Class A TV licensee may apply for the proposed auxiliary facility by filing a modification of license
application. The modified auxiliary facility must operate on the same channel as the licensed main facility.
An exhibit must be provided with this license application to demonstrate compliance with § 73 .1675(a). All
FM, TV and Class A TV licensees may request a decrease from the authorized facility's ERP in the license
application. An FM, TV or Class A TV licensee may also increase the ERP of the auxiliary facility in a
license modification application, provided the application contains an analysis demonstrating compliance
with the Commission's radiofrequency radiation guidelines, and an analysis showing that the auxiliary
facility will comply with § 73. 1675(a). Auxiliary facilities mounted on an AM antenna tower must also
demonstrate compliance with § 73.1692 in the license application.

* * * * *

32. Section 73.1680 is amended by revising paragraph (b)(3) to read as follows:

§ 73.1680 Emergency antennas.

* * * * *

(b) * * *
(2) FM. TV and Class A TV stations. FM, TV and Class A TV stations may erect any suitable radiator,

or use operable sections of the authorized antenna(s) as an emergency antenna.
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•••••
33. Section 73.1690 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1690 Modification of transmission systems.

•••••

FCC 00-115

(a)· • •
(2) Those that would cause the transmission system to exceed the equipment performance measurements

prescribed for the class of service, (AM, § 73.44; FM, §§ 73.317, 73.319, and 73.322; TV and Class A
TV, §§ 73.682 and 73.687).

(b)· • •
(2) Any change in station geographic coordinates, including coordinate corrections. FM, TV and Class A

TV directional stations must also file a construction permit application for any move of the antenna to
another tower structure located at the same coordinates.

(5) Any change which would require an increase along any azimuth in the composite directional
antenna pattern of an FM station from the composite directional antenna pattern authorized (see §
73.316), or any increase from the authorized directional antenna pattern for a TV broadcast (see
§ 73.685) or Class A TV station (see § 73.6025).

* * * * *
(5) Any decrease in the authorized power of an AM station or the ERP of a TV or Class A TV station, or

any decrease or increase in the ERP of an FM commercial station, which is intended for compliance with
the multiple o\\-nership rules in § 73.3555.

* * * * *
(7) Any increase in the authorized ERP of a television station, Class A television station, FM commercial

station, or noncommercial educational FM station, except as provided for in Sees. 73. 1690(c)(4), (c)(5), or
(c)(7), or Sec. 73 .1675(c)(l) in the case of auxiliary facilities.

(8) A commercial TV or noncommercial educational TV station operating on Channels 14 or Channel 69
or a Class A TV station on Channel 14 may increase its horizontally or vertically polarized ERP only after
the grant of a construction permit. A television or Class A television station on Channels 15 through 21
within 341 km of a cochannel land mobile operation, or 225 km of a first-adjacent channel land mobile
operation, must also obtain a construction permit before increasing the horizontally or vertically polarized
ERP (see part 74, Sec. 74.709(a) and (b) for tables of urban areas and corresponding reference coordinates
of potentially affected land mobile operations).

(c) The following FM, TV and Class A TV station modifications may be made without prior
authorization from the Commission. A modification of license application must be submitted to
the Commission within 10 days of commencing program test operations pursuant to Sec.
73.1620. With the exception of applications filed solely pursuant to Sections (c)(6), (c)(9), or
(c)(lO), the modification of license application must contain an exhibit demonstrating
compliance with the Commission's radio frequency radiation guidelines. In addition, except for
applications solely filed pursuant to Sections (c)(6) or (c)(9), where the installation is located
within 3.2 km of an AM tower or is located on an AM tower, an exhibit demonstrating
compliance with Sec. 73.1692 is also required.

* * * * *
(3) A directional TV on Channels 2 through 13 or 22 through 68 or a directional Class A TV on Channels
2 through 13 or 22 through 5 L or a directional TV or Class A TV station on Channels 15 through 21
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which is in excess of 341 kIn (212 miles) from a cochannel land mobile operation or in excess of 225 kIn
(140 miles) from a first-adjacent channel land mobile operation (see Part 74, § 74.709(a) and (b) for tables
of urban areas and reference coordinates of potentially affected land mobile operations), may replace a
directional TV or Class A TV antenna by a license modification application, if the proposed horizontal
theoretical directional antenna pattern does not exceed the licensed horizontal directional antenna pattern at
any azimuth and where no change in effective radiated power will result. The modification of license
application on Form 302-TV or Form 302-CA must contain all of the data set forth in § 73.685(f) or §
73.6025(a), as applicable.

(4) Commercial and noncommercial educational FM stations operating on Channels 221 through 300
(except Class D), NTSC TV stations operating on Channels 2 through 13 and 22 through 68, Class A TV
stations operating on Channels 2 through 13 and 22 through 51, and TV and Class A TV stations operating
on Channels 15 through 21 that are in excess of 341 kIn (212 miles) from a cochannel land mobile
operation or in excess of 225 kIn (140 miles) from a first-adjacent channel land mobile operation [see Part
74, Sec. 74.709(a) and (b) for tables of urban areas and reference coordinates of potentially affected land
mobile operations], which operate omnidirectionally, may increase the vertically polarized effective
radiated power up to the authorized horizontally polarized effective radiated power in a license modification
application. Noncommercial educational FM licensees and permittees on Channels 201 through 220, that
do not use separate antennas mounted at different heights for the horizontally polarized ERP and the
vertically polarized ERP, and are located in excess of the separations from a Channel 6
television station listed in Table A of Sec. 73.525(a)(l), may also increase the vertical ERP, up to (but not
exceeding) the authorized horizontally polarized ERP via a license modification application. Program test
operations may commence at full power pursuant to Sec. 73.1620(a)(I).

* * * * *

34. Section 73.1740 is revised to add paragraph (6) to read as follows.

§ 73.1740 Minimum operating schedule

(a) All commercial broadcast stations are required to operate not less than the following minimum
hours:

* * * * *
(6) Class A TV stations. Not less than 18 hours in each day of the week.

* * * * *

35. Section 73.1870 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.1870 Chiefoperators.

(a) The licensee of each AM, FM, TV or Class A TV broadcast station must designate a person to
serve as the station's chief operator. At times when the chief operator is unavailable or unable
to act (e.g., vacations, sickness), the licensee shall designate another person as the acting chief
operator on a temporary basis.

* * * * *

36. Section 73.2080 is amended to read as follows:
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(a) General EEO Policy. Equal opportunity in employment shall be afforded by all licensees
or permittees ofcommercially or noncommercially operated AM, FM, TV, Class A TV, or
international broadcast station (as defined in this part) to all qualified persons, and no
person shall be discriminated against in employment by such stations because of race,
color, religion, national origin, or sex.

* * * * *

37. Section 73.3500 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3500 Application and Report Forms.

Following are the FCC broadcast application and report forms, listed by number.

Form number

* * * * *

302-CA

* * * * *

Title

Application for Class A Television Broadcasting
Station Construction Permit or License

38. Section 73.35 16 IS amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3516 Specification of facilities.

(a) An application for facilities in the AM, FM, TV or Class A TV broadcast services, or low
power TV servlcc shall be limited to one frequency, or channel, and no application will be
accepted for filmg if it requests an alternate frequency or channel. Applications specifying
split frequency AM operations using one frequency during daytime hours complemented by a
different frequency dUrlrig nighttime hours will not be accepted for filing.

* * * * *

39. Section 73.2526 IS amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3526 Local public inspection file of commercial stations.

(a) Responsibility to mamtaln a file The following shall maintain for public inspection a file containing
the material set forth in this section.

* ** * *
(3) Every permittee or licensee of an AM, FM, TV or Class A TV station in the commercial

broadcast services shall maintain a public inspection file containing the material, relating to that
station, described in paragraphs (e)(l) through (e)(lO) and paragraph (e)(l3) of this section. In
addition, every permittee or licensee of a commercial TV or Class A TV station shall maintain for
public inspection a file containing material, relating to that station, described in paragraphs
(e)( 11) and (e)( 15) of this section, and every permittee or licensee of a commercial AM or FM
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station shall maintain for public inspection a file containing the material, relating to that station,
described in paragraphs (e)(l2) and (e)(l4) ofthis section. A separate file shall be maintained for
each station for which an authorization is outstanding, and the file shall be maintained so long as
an authorization to operate the station is outstanding.

•••••
(ll)(i) TV issues/programs lists. For commercial TV and Class A TV broadcast stations, every

three months a list of programs that have provided the station's most significant treatment of community
issues during the preceding three month period. The list for each calendar quarter is to filed by the tenth
day of the succeeding calendar quarter (e.g., January 10 for the quarter October - December, April 10 for
the quarter January - March, etc.) The list shall include a brief narrative describing what issues were given
significant treatment and the programming that provided this treatment. The description of the programs
shall include, but shall not be limited to, the time, date, duration, and title of each program in which the
issue was treated. The lists described in this paragraph shall be retained in the public inspection file until
final action has been taken on the station's next license renewal application.
(ii) Records concerning commercial limits. For commercial TV and Class A TV broadcast stations,

records sufficient to permit substantiation of the station's certification, in its license renewal
application, of compliance with the commercial limits on children's programming established in 47
U.S.c. 303a and 47 C.F.R. 73.670. The records for each calendar quarter must be filed by the
tenth day of the succeeding calendar quarter (e.g., January 10 for the quarter October - December,
April 10 for the quarter January - March, etc.). These records shall be retained until final action
has been taken on the station's next license renewal application.

(iii) Children's television programming reports. For commercial TV and Class A TV broadcast
stations, on a quarterly basis, a completed Children's Television Programming Report ("Report"),
on FCC Form 398, reflecting efforts made by the licensee during the preceding quarter, and efforts
planned for the next quarter, to serve the educational and informational needs of children. The
Report for each quarter is to be filed by the tenth day of the succeeding calendar quarter. The
Report shall identify the licensee's educational and informational programming efforts, including
programs aired by the station that are specifically designed to serve the educational and
informational needs of children, and it shall explain how programs identified as Core Programming
meet the definition set forth in § 73.671(c). The Report shall include the name of the individual at
the station responsible for collecting comments on the station's compliance with the Children's
Television Act, and it shall be separated from other materials in the public inspection file. These
Reports shall be retained in the public inspection file until final action has been taken on the
station's next license renewal application. Licensees shall publicized in an appropriate manner the
existence and location of these Reports. For an experimental period of three years, licensees shall
file these Reports with the Commission on an annual basis, i.e., four quarterly reports filed jointly
each year, in electronic form as of January 10, 1999. These reports shall be filed with the
Commission on January 10, 1998, January 10, 1999, and January 10, 2000.

• ••• •

(I5) Must-carry or retransmission consent election. Statements of a commercial television or
Class A television station's election with respect to either must-earry or re-transmission
consent, as defined in § 76.64 of this chapter. These records shall be retained for the
duration of the three year election period to which the statement applies.

• ••••

(16) Class A TV Continuing Eligibility. Documentation sufficient to demonstrate that the Class
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A television station is continuing to meet the eligibility requirements set forth at § 73.6001.

* * * * *

40. Section 73.3536 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3536 Application for license to cover construction pennit.

* * * * *

(c) Eligible low power television stations which have been granted a certificate of eligibility may
file FCC Fonn 302-CA, "Application for Class A Television Broadcast Station Construction
Pennit Or License."

41. Section 73.3550 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3550 Requests for new or modified call sign assignments.

* * ** *

(f) Only four-letter call signs (plus an LP, FM, TV or CA suffix, if used) will be assigned.
However, subject to the other provisions of this section, a call sign of a station may be
confonned to a commonly owned station holding a three-letter call assignment (plus FM, TV,
CA or LP suffixes, if used.

* * * * *

(m) Where a requested call sign, without the "-FM,' "-TV," "_CA" or "LP" suffix, would conform
to the call sign of any other non-eommonly owned station(s) operating in a different service, an
applicant utilizing the on-line reservation and authorization system will be required to certify
that consent to use the secondary call sign has been obtained from the holder of the primary
call sign.

* * * * *

42. Section 73.3572 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3572 Processing of TV Broadcast, Class A TV Broadcast, low power TV, TV translator and TV
booster station applications.

(a) Applications for TV stations are divided into two groups:
(1) In the first group are applications for new stations or major changes in the facilities of authorized

stations. A major change for TV broadcast stations authorized under this part is any change in frequency or
community of license which is in accord with a present allotment contained in the Table of Allotments (§
73.606). Other requests for change in frequency or community of license for TV broadcast stations must
first be submitted in the fonn of a petition for rulemaking to amend the Table of Allotments.

(2) In the case of Class A TV stations authorized under subpart J of this part and low power TV, TV
translator, and TV booster stations authorized under part 74 of this chapter, a major change is any change
m:
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(i) Frequency (output channel), except a change in offset carrier frequency; or
(ii) Transmitting antenna location where the protected contour resulting from the change is not predicted

to overlap any portion of the protected contour based on the station's authorized facilities.
(3) Other changes will be considered minor; provided, until October I, 2000, proposed changes to the

facilities of Class A TV, low power TV, TV translator and TV booster stations, other than a change in
frequency, will be considered minor only if the change(s) will not increase the signal range of the Class A
TV, low power TV or TV booster in any horizontal direction.
(4) The following provisions apply to displaced Class A TV, low power TV, TV translator and TV
booster stations:

(i) In the case of an authorized low power TV, TV translator or TV booster which is predicted to cause
or receive interference to or from an authorized TV broadcast station pursuant to § 74.705 or interference
with broadcast or other services under § 74.703 or § 74.709, an application for a change in output channel,
together with technical modifications which are necessary to avoid interference (including a change in
antenna location ofless than 16.lkm), will not be considered as an application for a major change in those
facilities.

(ii) Provided further, that a low power TV, TV translator or TV booster station authorized on a channel
from channel 52 to 69, or which is causing or receiving interference or is predicted to cause or receive
interference to or from an authorized DTV station pursuant to § 74.706, or which is located within the
distances specified below in paragraph (iv) of this section to the coordinates of co-channel DTV
authorizations (or allotment table coordinates if there are no authorized facilities at different coordinates),
may at any time file a displacement relief application for a change in output channel, together with any
technical modifications which are necessary to avoid interference or continue serving the station's protected
service area. Such an application will not be considered as an application for a major change in those
facilities. Where such an application is mutually exclusive with applications for new low power TV, TV
translator or TV booster stations, or with other nondisplacement relief applications for facilities
modifications of Class A TV, low power TV, TV translator or TV booster stations, priority will be
afforded to the displacement application(s) to the exclusion of the other applications.

(iii) A Class A TV station which is causing or receiving interference or is predicted to cause or receive
interference to or from an authorized TV broadcast station pursuant to §§ 73.6011 or 73.613; a DTV
station or allotment pursuant to §§ 73.6013 or 73.623, or which is located within the distances specified
below in paragraph (iv) of this section to the coordinates of co-ehannel DTV authorizations (or allotment
table coordinates if there are no authorized facilities at different coordinates); or other service that protects
and/or is protected by Class A TV stations, may at any time file a displacement relief application for a
change in channel, together with technical modifications that are necessary to avoid interference or continue
serving the station's protected service area, provided the station's protected contour resulting from a
relocation of the transmitting antenna is predicted to overlap some portion of the protected contour based
on its authorized facilities. A Class A TV station displacement relief applications will be considered major
change applications, and will be placed on public notice for a period of not less than 30 days to permit the
filing of petitions to deny. However, these applications will not be subject to the filing of competing
applications. Where a Class A displacement relief application becomes mutually exclusive with
applications for new low power TV, TV translator or TV booster stations, or with other non-displacement
relief applications for facilities modifications of Class A TV, low power TV, TV translator or TV booster
stations, priority will be afforded to the Class A TV displacement relief application(s) to the exclusion of
other applications. Mutually exclusive displacement relief applications of Class A TV, low power TV, TV
translators or TV booster stations filed on the same day will be subject to competitive bidding procedures if
the mutual exclusivity is not resolved by an engineering solution.

(iv)(A) The geographic separations to co-channel DTV facilities or allotment reference coordinates, as
applicable, within which to qualify for displacement relief are the following:

(1) Stations on UHF channels: 265 kIn (162 miles)
(2) Stations on VHF channels 2-6: 280 krn (171 miles)
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(3) Stations on VHF channels 7-13: 260 kIn (159 miles)
(B) Engineering showings of predicted interference may also be submitted to justify the need for

displacement relief.
(v) Provided further, that the FCC may, within 15 days after acceptance of any other application for

modification of facilities, advise the applicant that such application is considered to be one for a major
change and therefore subject to the provisions of Sections. 73.3522, 73.3580, and 1.1111 of this chapter
pertaining to major changes. Such major modification applications filed for Class A TV, low power TV,
TV translator, TV booster stations, and for a non-reserved television allotment, are subject to competitive
bidding procedures and will be dismissed if filed outside a specified filing period. See 47 CFR 73.5002(a).

(b) * * * A new file number will be assigned to an application for a new station or for major changes in
the facilities of an authorized station, when it is amended so as to effect a major change, as defined in
paragraphs (a)(l) or (a)(2) of this section, or result in a situation where the original party or parties to the
application do not retain more than 50% ownership interest in the application as originally filed and §
73.3580 will apply to such amended application. An application for change in the facilities of any existing
station will continue to carry the same file number even though (pursuant to FCC approval) an assignment
of license or transfer of control of such licensee or permittee has taken place if, upon consummation, the
application is amended to reflect the new ownership.

(c) Amendments to Class A TV, low power TV, TV translator, TV booster stations, or non-reserved
television applications, which would require a new file number pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section,
are subject to competitive bidding procedures and will be dismissed if filed outside a specified filing period.
See 47 CFR 73.5002(a). When an amendment to an application for a reserved television allotment would
require a new file
number pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section, the applicant will have the opportunity to withdraw the
amendment at any time prior to designation for a hearing if applicable; and may be afforded, subject to the
discretion of the Administrative Law Judge, an opportunity to withdraw the amendment after designation
for a hearing. •

(d) * * *
(e)(l) The FCC will specify by Public Notice, pursuant to Sec. 73.5002, a period for filing applications

for a new non-reserved television, low power TV and TV translator stations or for major modifications in
the facilities of such authorized stations and major modifications in the facilities of Class A TV stations.

(2) Such applicants shall be subject to the provisions of Secs. 1.2105 and competitive bidding
procedures. See 47 CFR 73.5000 et seq.

(f) Applications for minor modification of Class A TV, low power TV, TV translator and TV booster
stations may be filed at any time, unless restricted by the FCC, and will be processed on a "first-eome/first
served" basis, with the first acceptable application cutting off the filing rights of subsequent, competing
applicants. Provided, however, that applications for minor modifications of Class A TV and those of TV
broadcast stations may become mutually exclusive until grant of a pending Class A TV or TV broadcast
minor modification application and will be subject to competitive bidding procedures.

(g) TV booster station applications may be filed at any time. Subsequent to filing, the FCC will release a
Public Notice accepting for filing and proposing for grant those applications which are not mutually
exclusive with any other TV translator, low power TV, TV booster, or Class A TV application, and
providing for the filing of Petitions To Deny pursuant to § 73.3584.

* * * * *

43. Section 73.3580 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73. 3580 Local public notice of filing of broadcast applications.

* * * * *
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(c) An applicant who files an application or amendment thereto which is subject to the provisions of this
section, must give notice of this filing in a newspaper. Exceptions to this requirement are applications for
renewal ofAM, FM, TV, Class A TV and international broadcasting stations; * * *

(d) The licensee of an operating broadcast station who files an application or amendment thereto which is
subject to the provisions of this section must give notice as follows:

(5) An applicant who files for a Class A television license must give notice of this filing by
broadcasting announcements on applicant's station. (Sample and schedule of announcements are
below.) Newspaper publication is not required.

(i) The broadcast notice requirement for those filing for Class A television license
applications and amendment thereto are as follows:

(A) Pre-jiling announcements. Two weeks prior to the filing of the license application,
the following announcement shall be broadcast on the 5th and 10th days of the two
week period. The required announcements shall be made between 6 p.m. and II
p.m. (5 p.m. and 10 p.m. Central and Mountain Time) Stations broadcasting
primarily in a foreign language should broadcast the announcements in that
language.

On (date), the Federal Communications Commission granted (Station's call
letters) a certification of eligibility to apply for Class A television status. To
become eligible for a Class A certificate of eligibility, a low power television
licensee was required to certify that during the 90-day period ending November 28,
1999, the station: (I) broadcast a minimum of 18 hours per day; (2) broadcast an
average of at least three hours per week of programming produced within the
market area served by the station or by a group of commonly-owned low power
television stations; and (3) had been in compliance with the Commission's
regulations applicable to the low power television service. The Commission may
also issue a certificate of eligibility to a licensee unable to satisfy the foregoing
criteria, if it determines that the public interest, convenience and necessity would be
served thereby.
(Station's call letters) intends to file an application (FCC Form 302-CA) for a

Class A television license in the near future. When filed, a copy of this application
will be available at (address of location of the station's public inspection file) for
public inspection during our regular business hours. Individuals who wish to
advise the FCC of facts relating to the station's eligibility for Class A status should
file comments and petitions with the FCC within two weeks of the filing of the
license application.

(B) Post-jiling announcements. The following announcement shall be broadcast on the
1st and 10th days following the filing of an application for a Class A television
license.. The required announcements shall be made between 6 p.m. and 11 p.m.
(5 p.m. and 10 p.m Central and Mountain Time) Stations broadcasting primarily
in a foreign language should broadcast the announcements in that language.
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On (date of filing license application) (Station's call letters) filed an application,
FCC Fonn 302-CA, for a Class A television license. Such stations are required to
broadcast a minimum of 18 hours per day, and to average at least 3 hours of
locally produced programming each week, and to comply with certain full-service
television station operating requirements.
A copy of this application is available for public inspection during our regular

business hours at (address of location of the station's public inspection file).
Individuals who wish to advise the FCC of facts relating to the station's eligibility
for Class A status should file comments and petitions with the FCC prior to
Commission action on this application.

• ••••
44. Section 73.3612 is amended to read as follows:

§ 73.3612 Annual employment report.

Each licensee of permittee ofa commercially or noncommercially operated AM, FM, TV, Class A
TV or International Broadcast station with five or more employees shall file an annual employment report
with the FCC on or before September 30 of each year on FCC Fonn 395.

•••• •
45. Subpart J of part 73 is adopted as follows.

Subpart J - Class A Television Broadcast Stations

Authority: (47 V.S.c. 336(t)}

§ 73.6000 Definitions.

"Locally produced programming." For the purpose of this subpart, locally produced programming is
programming: (I) produced within the predicted Grade B contour of the station or within the predicted
Grade B contours of any of the stations in a commonly owned group; or (2) programming produced at the
station's main studio.
Note: See Report and Order, In the Matter of Establishment of a Class A Television Service, MM Docket
No. 00-10, released April xx, 2000.

§ 73.6001 Eligibility and service requirements.

(a) Qualified low power television licensees which, during the 90-day period ending November 28, 1999,
operated their stations in a manner consistent \',ith the programming and operational standards set
forth in the Community Broadcasters Protection Act of 1999, may be accorded primary status as
Class A television licensees.

(b) Class A television broadcast stations are required to: (I) broadcast a minimum of 18 hours per day;
and (2) broadcast an average of at least three hours per week of locally produced programming each
quarter.

(c) Licensed Class A television broadcast stations shall be accorded primary status as a television
broadcaster as long as the station continues to meet the minimum operating requirements for Class A
status.
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(d) Licensees unable to continue to meet the minimum operating· requirements for Class A television
stations, or which elect to revert to low power television status, shall promptly notify the Commission,
in writing, and request a change in status.

§ 73.6002 Licensing requirements.

(a) A Class A television broadcast license will only be issued to a qualified low power television licensee
that: (I) filed a Statement of Eligibility for Class A Low Power Television Station Status on or before
January 28, 2000, which was granted by the Commission; and (2) files an acceptable application for a
Class A Television license (FCC Form 302-CA).

§§ 73.6003-73.6005 [Reserved]

§73.6006 Channel assignments.
Class A TV stations will not be authorized on UHF TV channels 52 through 69, or on channels unavailable
for TV broadcast station use pursuant to §73.603 of this part.

§ 73.6007 Power limitations.
An application to change the facilities of an existing Class A TV station will not be accepted if it requests
an effective radiated power that exceeds the power limitation specified in §74.735 of this chapter.

§ 73.6008 Distance computations.

The distance between two reference points must be calculated in accordance with §73.208(c) of this part.

§ 73.6010 Class A TV station protected contour.

(a) A Class A TV statIOn will be protected from interference within the following predicted signal
contours:

(I) 62 dBu for statIOns on Channels 2 through 6;

(2) 68 dBu for stations on Channels 7 through 13; and

(3) 74 dBu for stations on Channels 14 through 51.

(b) The Class A TV station protected contour is calculated from the effective radiated power and
antenna height above average terram. using the F(50,50) charts of Figure 9, 10 or lOb of §73.699 of this
part.

(c) A digital Class A TV station will be protected from interference within the following predicted
signal contours:

(I) 43 dBu for stations on Channels 2 through 6;

(2) 48 dBu for stations on Channels 7 through 13; and

(3) 51 dBu for stations on Channels 14 through 5 1.
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(d) The digital Class A TV station protected contour is calculated from the effective radiated power
and antenna height above average terrain, using the F(50,90) signal propagation method specified in §
73.625(b)(1) ofthis part.

§ 73.6011 Protection ofTV broadcast stations.

Class A TV stations must protect authorized TV broadcast stations, applications for minor changes in
authorized TV broadcast stations filed on or before November 29, 1999, and applications for new TV
broadcast stations that had been cut-offwithout competing applications or that were the winning bidder in a
TV broadcast station auction as of that date, or that were the proposed remaining applicant in a group of
mutually-exclusive applications for which a settlement agreement was on file as of that date. Protection of
these stations and applications must be based on the requirements specified in §74.705 of this chapter. An
application to change the facilities of an existing Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to
protect these TV broadcast stations and applications pursuant to the requirements specified in §74.705 of
this chapter.

§ 73.6012 Protection of Class A TV, low power TV and TV translator stations.

An application to change the facilities of an existing Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to
protect other authorized Class A TV, low power TV and TV translator stations and applications for
changes in such stations filed prior to the date the Class A application is filed, pursuant to the requirements
specified in §74.707 of this chapter.

§ 73.6013 Protection ofDTV stations.

Class A TV stations must protect the DTV service that would be provided by the facilities specified in the
DTV Table of Allotments in §73.622 of this part, by authorized DTV stations and by applications that
propose to expand DTV stations' allotted or authorized coverage contour in any direction, if such
applications either were filed before December 31, 1999 or were filed between December 31, 1999 and
May I, 2000 by a DTV station licensee or permittee that had notified the Commission of its intent to
"maximize" by December 31, 1999. Protection of these allotments, stations and applications must be
based on not causing predicted interference within the service area described in §73.622(e) of this part.
The interference analysis is based on the methods described in §§73.623(c)(2) through (c)(4) of this part,
except that a Class A TV station must not cause a loss of service to 0.5 percent or more of the population
predicted to receive service from the DTV allotment, station or application. An application to change the
facilities of an existing Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to protect these DTV allotments,
stations and applications in accordance with this section.

§ 73.6014 Protection of digital Class A TV stations.

An application to change the facilities of an existing Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to
protect authorized digital Class A TV stations and applications for changes in such stations filed prior to
the date the Class A application is filed, pursuant to the requirements specified in §74.706 of this chapter.

§ 73.6016 Digital Class A TV station protection of TV broadcast stations.

Digital Class A TV stations must protect authorized TV broadcast stations, applications for minor changes
in authorized TV broadcast stations filed on or before November 29, 1999, and applications for new TV
broadcast stations that had been cut-offwithout competing applications or that were the winning bidder in a
TV broadcast station auction as of that date, or that were the proposed remaining applicant in a group of

--_..",.".----_ _--_ _-_ .
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mutually-exclusive applications for which a settlement agreement was on file as of that date. This
protection must be based on meeting the DIU ratios for "DTV-into-analog TV" specified in §73.623(c)(2)
of this part at the Grade B contour of the TV broadcast station or application. An application for DTV
operation of an existing Class A TV station or to change the facilities of a digital Class A TV station will
not be accepted if it fails to protect these TV broadcast stations and applications pursuant to these
requirements .

§ 73.6017 Digital Class A TV station protection of Class A TV, low power TV and TV translator
stations.

An application for digital operation of an existing Class A TV station or to change the facilities of a digital
Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to meet the DIU ratios for "DTV-into-analog TV"
specified in §73.623(c)(2) of this part at the protected contours as defined in 73.6010 of this part for other
authorized Class A TV stations and 74.707 of this chapter for low power TV and TV translator stations.
This protection also must be afforded to applications for changes in other authorized Class A TV, low
power TV and TV translator stations filed prior to the date the digital Class A application is filed.

§ 73.6018 Digital Class A TV station protection ofDTV stations.

Digital Class A TV stations must protect the DTV service that would be provided by the facilities specified
in the DTV Table of Allotments in §73.622 of this part, by authorized DTV stations and by applications
that propose to expand DTV stations' allotted or authorized coverage contour in any direction, if such
applications either were filed before December 31, 1999 or were filed between December 31, 1999 and
May I, 2000 by a DTV station licensee or pennittee that had notified the Commission of its intent to
"maximize" by December 31, 1999. Protection of these allotments, stations and applications must be
based on not causing predicted interference within the service area described in §73.622(e) of this part.
The interference analysis is based on the methods described in §§73.623(c)(2) through (c)(4) of this part,
except that a digital Class A TV station must not cause a loss of service to 0.5 percent or more of the
population predicted to receive service from the DTV allotment, station or application. An application for
digital operation of an existing Class A TV station or to change the facilities of a digital Class A TV
station will not be accepted if it fails to protect these DTV allotments, stations and applications in
accordance with this section.

§ 73.6019 Digital Class A TV station protection of digital Class A TV stations.

An application for digital operation of an existing Class A TV station or to change the facilities of a digital
Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to meet the DIU ratios for "DTV-into-DTV" specified in
§73.623(c)(2) through (c)(4) of this part at the protected contours as defined in §73.6010 of this part for
other authorized Class A TV stations and applications for changes filed prior to the date the digital Class A
application is filed.

§ 73.6020 Protection of stations in the land mobile radio service.

An application to change the facilities of an existing Class A TV station will not be accepted if it fails to
protect stations in the land mobile radio service pursuant to the requirements specified in §74.709 of this
chapter. In addition to the protection requirements specified in §74.709(a) of this chapter, Class A TV
stations must not cause interference to land mobile stations operating on channel 16 in New York, NY.

§ 73.6022 Negotiated interference and relocation agreements.
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(a) Notwithstanding the technical criteria in this subpart, SubpartE of this part, and Subpart G of Part
74 of this chapter regarding interference protection to and from Class A TV stations, Class A TV stations
may negotiate agreements with parties of authorized and proposed analog TV, DTV, LPTV, TV translator,
Class A TV stations or other affected parties to resolve interference concerns~ provided, however, other
relevant requirements are met with respect to the parties to the agreement. A written and signed agreement
must be submitted with each application or other request for action by the Commission. Negotiated
agreements under this paragraph can include the exchange of money or other considerations from one entity
to another. Applications submitted pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph will be granted only if the
Commission finds that such action is consistent with the public interest.

(b) A Class A TV station displaced in channel by a channel allotment change for a DTV station may
seek to exchange channels with the DTV station, provided both parties consent in writing to the change and
that the Class A station meets all applicable interferenc~ protection requirements on the new channel. Such
requests will be treated on a case-by-case basis and, if approved, will not subject the Class A station to the
filing of competing applications for the exchanged channel.

§ 73.6024 Transmission standards and system requirements.

(a) A Class A TV station must meet the requirements of §§ 73.682 and 73.687, except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) A Class A TV station may continue to operate with the transmitter operated under its previous
LPTV license, provided such operation does not cause any condition of uncorrectable interference due to
radiation of radio frequency energy outside of the assigned channel. Such operation must continue to meet
the requirements of §§ 74.736 and 74.750 of this chapter.

(c) A Class A TV station is not required to operate on an offset carrier frequency and must meet the
frequency tolerance requirements of § 73.1545 of this part.

§ 73.6025 Antenna system and station location.

(a) Applications for modified Class A TV facilities proposing the use of directional antenna systems
must be accompanied by the following:

(I) Complete description of the proposed antenna system, including the manufacturer and model number
of the proposed directional antenna. In the case of a composite antenna composed of two or more
individual antennas, the antenna should be described as a "composite" antenna. A full description of the
design of the antenna should also be submitted.

(2) Relative field horizontal plane pattern (horizontal polarization only) of the proposed directional
antenna. A value of 1.0 should be used for the maximum radiation. The plot of the pattern should be
oriented so that 0 degrees (True North) corresponds to the maximum radiation of the directional antenna or,
alternatively in the case of a symmetrical pattern, the line of symmetry. Where mechanical beam tilt is
intended, the amount of tilt in degrees of the antenna vertical axis and the orientation of the downward tilt
with respect to true North must be specified, and the horizontal plane pattern must reflect the use of
mechanical beam tilt.

(3) A tabulation of the relative field pattern required in paragraph (a)(2), of this section. The tabulation
should use the same zero degree reference as the plotted pattern, and be tabulated at least every IO degrees.
In addition, tabulated values of all maxima and minima, with their corresponding azimuths, should be

submitted.
(4) Horizontal and vertical plane radiation patterns showing the effective radiated power, in dBk, for

each direction. Sufficient vertical plane patterns must be included to indicate clearly the radiation
characteristics of the antenna above and below the horizontal plane. In cases where the angles at which the
maximum vertical radiation varies with azimuth. a separate vertical radiation pattern must be provided for
each pertinent radial direction.
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(5) The horizontal and vertical plane patterns that are required are the patterns for the complete
directional antenna system. In the case of a composite antenna composed of two or more individual
antennas, this means that the patterns for the composite antenna, not the patterns for each of the individual
antennas, must be submitted.

(b) Applications for modified Class A TV facilities proposing to locate antennas within 61.0 meters
(200 feet) of other Class A TV or TV broadcast antennas operating on a channel within 20 percent in
frequency of the proposed channel, or proposing the use of antennas on Channels 5 or 6 within 61.0 meters
(200 feet) of FM broadcast antennas, must include a showing as to the expected effect, if any, of such
proximate operation.

(c) Where a Class A TV licensee or permittee proposes to mount an antenna on an AM antenna tower,
or locate within 3.2 Ian of an AM directional station, the TV licensee or permittee must comply with Sec.
73.1692.

(d) Class A TV stations are subject to the provisions in § 73.685(d) regarding blanketing interference.

§ 73.6026 Broadcast regulations applicable to Class A television stations.

The following rules are applicable to Class A television stations:

§ 73.603 Numerical designation of television channels.
§ 73.635 Use of common antenna site.
§ 73.642 Subscription TV service.
§ 73.643 Subscription TV operating requirements.
§ 73.644 Subscription TV transmission systems.
§ 73.646 Telecommunications Service on the Vertical Blanking Interval and in the Visual Signal.
§ 73.653 Operation of TV aural and visual transmitters.
§ 73.658 Affiliation agreements and network program practice; territorial exclusivity in non-network
program arrangements.
§ 73.664 Determining operating power.
§ 73.665 Use of TV aural baseband subcarriers.
§ 73.667 TV subsidiary communications services.
§ 73.669 TV stereophonic aural and multiplex subcarrier operation.
§ 73.670 Commercial limits in children's programs.
§ 73.671 Educational and informational programming for children.
§ 73.673 Public information initiatives regarding educational and informational programming for children.
§ 73.688 Indicating instruments.
§ 73.691 Visual modulation monitoring.

PART 74 - EXPERIMENTAL RADIO, AUXILIARY, SPECIAL BROADCAST AND OTHER
PROGRAM DISTRIBUTIONAL SERVICES.

46. The authority citation for part 74 is amended to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.c. 154,303,307,336(1) and 554.

47. Section 74.432 is amended by revising paragraph (a) to read as follows:

§ 74.432 Licensing requirements and procedures.

(a) A license for a remote pickup station will be issued to: the licensee of an AM, FM, noncommercial
FM, TV, Class A TV, international broadcast or low power TV station; broadcast nen....ork-entity; or cable
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network-entity.

*****

48. Section 74.600 is amended to read as follows:

§ 74.600 Eligibility for license.

FCC 00-115

A license for a station in this subpart will be issued only to a television broadcast station, a Class A TV
station, a television broadcast network-entity, a low power TV station, or a TV translator station.

49. Section 74.601 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) through (f) to read as follows:

§ 74.601 Classes of TV broadcast auxiliary stations.

(a) TV pickup stations. A land mobile station used for the transmission of TV program material and
related communications from scenes of events occurring at points removed from TV station studios to a TV
broadcast, Class A TV or low power TV station or other purposes as authorized in § 74.631.

(b) TV STL station (studio-transmitter link). A fixed station used for the transmission of TV program
material and related communications from the studio to the transmitter of a TV broadcast, Class A TV or
low power TV station or other purposes as authorized in § 74.631.

(c) TV relay station. A fixed station used for transmission of TV program material and related
communications for use by TV broadcast, Class A TV and low power TV stations or other purposes as
authorized in § 74.631.

(d) TV translator relay station. A fixed station used for relaying programs and signals of TV broadcast
or Class A TV stations to Class A TV, LPTV, TV translator, and to other communications facilities that
the Commission may authorize or for other purposes as pennitted by § 74.631.

(e) TV broadcast licensee. Licensees and pennittees of TV broadcast, Class A TV and low power TV
stations, unless specifically otherwise indicated.

(f) TV microwave booster station. A fixed station in the TV broadcast auxiliary service that receives
and amplifies signals of a TV pickup, TV STL, TV relay, or TV translator relay station and retransmits
them on the same frequency.

50. Section 74.602 is amending by revising paragraphs (f) and (h) to read as follows:

§ 74.602 Frequency assignment.

** ** *

(f) TV auxiliary stations licensed to low power TV stations and translator relay stations will be assigned
on a secondary basis, i.e., subject to the condition that no hannful interference is caused to other TV
auxiliary stations assigned to TV broadcast and Class A TV stations, or to community antenna relay
stations (CARS) operating between 12,700 and 13,200 MHz. Auxiliary stations licensed to low power TV
stations and translator relay stations must accept any interference caused by stations having primary use of
TV auxiliary frequencies.

• ••••

(h) TV STL and TV relay stations may be authorized, on a secondary basis and subject to the
provisions of Subpart G of this chapter, to operate fixed point-to-point service on the UHF-TV charmels
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14-69. These stations must not interfere with and must accept interference from current and future full
power UHF-TV stations, Class A TV stations, LPTV stations, and TV translator stations. They will also
be secondary to current land mobile stations (in areas where land mobile sharing is currently permitted and
contingent on the decision reached in the pending Dockets No. 85-172 and No. 84-902).

* * * * *

51. Section 74.703 is amended by revising paragraph (a) to read as follows:

§ 74.703 Interference.

(a) An application for a new low power TV, TV translator, or TV booster station or for a change in the
facilities of such an authorized station will not be granted when it is apparent that interference will be
caused. Except where there is a written agreement between the affected parties to accept interference, or
where it can be shown that interference will not occur due to terrain shielding and/or Longley-Rice terrain
dependent propagation methods, the licensee of a new low power TV, TV translator, or TV booster shall
protect existing low power TV and TV translator stations from interference within the protected contour
defined in § 74.707 of this part and shall protect existing Class A TV and digital Class A TV stations
within the protected contours defined in § 73.6010 of this chapter. Such written agreement shall
accompany the application. Guidance on using the Longley-Rice methodology is provided in OET Bulletin
No. 69. Copies of OET Bulletin No. 69 may be inspected during normal business hours at the: Federal
Communications Commission, 445 12th Street, S.W., Reference Information Center (Room CY-A257),
Washington, DC 20554. This document is also available through the Internet on the FCC Home Page at
hnp://www.fcc.gov/oet/info/documentslbulletins/#69.

* * * * *

53. Subpart G is amended by adding a new Section 74.708 to read as follows:

§ 74.708 Class A TV and digital Class A TV station protection.
(a) The Class A TV and digital Class A TV station protected contours are specified in § 73.6010 of this

chapter.
(b) An application to construct a new low power TV, TV translator, or TV booster station or change the

facilities of an existing station will not be accepted if it fails to protect an authorized Class A TV or digital
Class A TV station or an application for such a station filed prior to the date the low power TV, TV
translator, or TV booster application is filed.

(c) Applications for low power TV, TV translator and TV booster stations shall protect Class A TV
stations pursuant to the requirements specified in paragraphs (b) through (e) of § 74.707 of this part.

(d) Applications for low power TV, TV translator and TV booster stations shall protect digital Class A
TV stations pursuant to the following requirements:

(i) An application must not specify an antenna site within the protected contour of a co-ehannel digital
Class A TV station.

(ii) The ratio in dB of the field strength of the low power TV, TV translator or TV booster station to
that of the digital Class A TV station must meet the requirements specified in paragraph (d) of § 74.706 of
this part, calculated using the propagation methods specified in paragraph (c) of that section.

._-_ __. -----_ __._--_ _----_.._..__ _---


